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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce   

  

   
 All candidates m ust  receive the sam e t reatm ent . Exam iners m ust  

m ark the first  candidate in exact ly the sam e way as they m ark the 

last .  

  

 Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  be 

rewarded for what  they have shown they can do rather than 

penalised for om issions.  

 

 Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e not  

according to their  percept ion of where the grade boundaries m ay 

lie.  

 

 There is no ceiling on achievem ent . All m arks on the m ark schem e 

should be used appropriately.  

 

 All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be awarded. 

Exam iners should always award full m arks if deserved, i.e. if the 

answer m atches the m ark schem e. Exam iners should also be 

prepared to award zero m arks if the candidate’s response is not  

worthy of credit  according to the m ark schem e.  

 

 Where som e judgem ent  is required, m ark schem es will provide the 

pr inciples by which m arks will be awarded and exem plificat ion m ay 

be lim ited.  

 

 When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the m ark 

schem e to a candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  be 

consulted.  

 

 Crossed out  work should be m arked UNLESS the candidate has 

replaced it  with an alternat ive response.  



 

  
 

  

Qu est ion  1   
 

  

A0 2  Read in g   

All students will be required to dem onst rate an abilit y to:   

• read and understand texts with insight  and engagem ent   

• develop and sustain interpretat ion of writers’ ideas and perspect ives  

• understand and m ake som e evaluat ion of how writers use linguist ic and 

st ructural devices to achieve their  effects.  

  

  

Quest ion 

num ber  

I ndicat ive content   Mark  

 A relevant  answer will focus on:   

 

 evaluat ing how the writer presents the character of 

Scheherazade  

 using textual evidence to substant iate the points m ade  

 the writer ’s presentat ion and use of techniques, including 

use of language.  

 

Can d id at es ar e f r ee t o  in t er p r et  t ex t u a l  d et a i l s in  a  

v ar ie t y  o f  w ay s. Th e f o l low in g  sect ion  r ep r esen t s a  

l i k e ly  in t er p r et a t ion  o f  t h e t ex t  b u t  ex am in er s m u st  

ev a lu at e o t h er  r esp on ses on  t h ei r  m er i t s. I t  i s 

im p or t an t  t o  b e a ler t  t o  u n u su al  r esp on ses w h ich  ar e 

w el l  ex p la in ed  an d  su b st an t ia t ed  b y  ef f ect i v e u se o f  

t ex t u a l  ev id en ce.  

  

   
Th e b u l le t  p o in t s ar e n o t  p r escr ip t i v e, b u t  ar e 

in t en d ed  t o  in d icat e asp ect s o f  t h e t ex t  t h a t  

can d id at es m ay  w ish  t o  con sid er .  
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How  t h e w r i t er  d escr ib es Sch eh er azad e   
 She is brave and intelligent   “ clever and courageous in the highest  

degree”   

 She is very well-educated  “Her father had given her the best  m asters 

in philosophy, m edicine, history and the 

fine arts”   

 She is beaut iful  “her beauty excelled that  of any gir l in the 

kingdom  of Persia”   

 Her father is very proud of her  “ the grand-vizir  was talking to his eldest  

daughter, who was his delight  and pr ide”  

 She is steadfast ;  som e readers 

m ay see her as stubborn  

“But  the m aiden absolutely refused to 

at tend to her father’s words”   

 She is stoical  “Scheherazade… received it  as if it  had 

been the m ost  pleasant  thing in the world”  

W h at  sh e say s an d  d oes  

 She is concerned for the 

wom en of the town and is 

cr it ical of the Sultan  

“ I  am  determ ined to stop this 

barbarous pract ice of the Sultan’s, 

and to deliver the gir ls and 

m others from  the awful fate that  

hangs over them ”   

 She plans to put  herself 

forward as a br ide of the  

Sultan  

“ it  is you who have to provide the  

Sultan daily with a fresh wife, and 

I  im plore you, by all the affect ion 

you bear m e, to allow the honour 

to fall upon m e”   

  She is brave, pat r iot ic and 

alt ruist ic  

“ I  am  not  afraid to think of it .  I f I  

fail,  m y death will be a glor ious 

one, and if I  succeed I  shall have 

done a great  service to m y count ry”   

 She is persistent  and resolute  “Once again, m y father… will you grant  

m e what  I  ask?”   

 She is purposeful and goes on 
to give her sister careful 
inst ruct ions in a calm , 
cont rolled m anner  

“Then she went  to prepare herself for 

the m arr iage, and begged that  her 

sister Dinarzade should be sent  for to 

speak to her”   

 She speaks to the Sultan in a 

form al and polite way  

“Will your highness perm it  m e to do as 

m y sister asks?”   



    

 Her  r e la t ion sh ip s w i t h  t h e o t h er  ch ar act er s in  t h e st o r y   

 She is respect ful to her father  “Father, I  have a favour to ask of you” , 

“She thanked her father warm ly for 

yielding to her wishes”   

 She persuades her father to 

accept  her proposit ion  

“ I  im plore you, by all the affect ion you 

bear m e, to allow the honour to fall upon 

m e” , “at  length, in despair, the 

grandvizir  was obliged to give way”   

 She seem s m ature in consoling 

her father when he is gr ief-

st r icken about  what  m ay happen 

to her  

“ seeing him  st ill bowed down with gr ief, 

told him  that  she hoped he would never 

repent  having allowed her to m arry the 

Sultan”   

 She seem s to have a close, 

t rust ing relat ionship with her 

sister  

“My dear sister;  I  want  your help in a 

very im portant  m at ter” , “ I  have a sister 

who loves m e as tenderly as I  love her”  

 Her beauty seem s to capt ivate 

the Sultan, who twice agrees 

to her requests  

“was am azed at  her beauty” ,  

“Schahriar consented to  

Scheherazade’s pet it ion” , “Willingly”   

  

  

Th e u se o f  lan g u ag e   
 Use of archaic language  “ ch am b er ” , “ b ad e” , “ Si r e”   

 Use of language connected to the

royal set t ing  

“grand-vizir” , “his highness” , “ your 

highness” , “Sire”   

 Use of form al language 

connected to court ly set t ing  

 “Schahriar consented to  

Scheherazade’s pet it ion”   

 Use of dialogue  exchanges between Scheherazade 

and the other characters  

 Use of repet it ion of st ructures, as 

part  of story- telling technique  

Dinarzade repeats what  her sister has 

told her to say, repet it ion of “ fresh 

wife”   

 Use of inversion, as part  of story-

telling technique  

“ said Scheherazade” , “ returned the 

grand-vizir” , “ cr ied the grand-vizir” ,  

“ replied she”   

 Use of em ot ive language  “ sham e” , “horror” ,  “awful fate” ,  

”death” , “anguish” , “ terror” , “gr ief” , 

“ sadly” , “ sad fate” , “ poor m an”   

 Use of superlat ives  “best  m asters” , “highest  degree” ,  

“greatest  astonishm ent ” ,  “m ost  

pleasant ”  

 Use of language indicat ing 

m enace and danger  

“ your head shall pay forfeit ”   

6  
  

 

 



    

Th e ‘b est - f i t ’  ap p r oach   

An answer m ay not  always sat isfy every one of the assessm ent  

cr iter ia for a part icular m ark range in order to receive a m ark 

within that  m ark range, since on individual cr iter ia the answer 

m ay m eet  the descriptor for a higher or lower m ark range. The 

‘best - fit ’ approach should be used to determ ine the m ark range 

which corresponds m ost  closely to the overall quality of the 

response.  

  
QUESTI ON 1   

  
Lev el   Mar k   AO2  ( i ) / ( i i ) / ( i i i )   

  0  No rewardable m ater ial.  

Lev el  1   1-3  • Engagem ent  with the text  is lim ited, exam ples used are 

of lim ited relevance  

• Lit t le understanding of language, st ructure and form  and 

how these are used to create literary effects  

• Lim ited connect ions are m ade between part icular 

techniques used by the writer in presentat ion of ideas, 

them es and set t ings.  

Lev el  2   4-6  • Som e engagem ent  with the text  is evident , exam ples 
used are of part ial relevance  

• Som e understanding of language, st ructure and form  

and how these are used to create literary effects  

• Som e connect ions are m ade between part icular 

techniques used by the writer in presentat ion of ideas, 

them es and set t ings.  

Lev el  3   7-9  • Sound engagem ent  with the text  is evident , exam ples 
used are of clear relevance  

• Clear understanding of language, st ructure and form  

and how these are used to create literary effects  

• Sound connect ions are m ade between part icular 

techniques used by the writer in presentat ion of ideas, 

them es and set t ings.  

Lev el  4   10-12  • Sustained engagem ent  with the text  is evident , 

exam ples used are thoroughly relevant   

• Thorough understanding of language, st ructure and 

form  and how these are used to create literary effects  

• Sustained connect ions are m ade between part icular 

techniques used by the writer in presentat ion of ideas, 

them es and set t ings.  

Lev el  5   13-15  • Assured engagem ent  with the text  is evident , exam ples 

used are discr im inat ing  

• Percept ive understanding of language, st ructure and 

form  and how these are used to create literary effects  

• Percept ive connect ions are m ade between part icular 

techniques used by the writer in presentat ion of ideas, 

them es and set t ings.  



    

  
Qu est ion  2   

A0 3  W r i t in g   

All students will be required to dem onst rate an abilit y to:   

( i)  com m unicate clearly and appropriately, using and adapt ing form s for different  

readers and purposes  

( ii)  organise ideas into sentences, paragraphs and whole texts using a variety of 

linguist ic and st ructural features  

( iii)  use a range of sentence st ructures effect ively, with accurate punctuat ion 

and spelling.  

  

Quest ion 

num ber  

I ndicat ive content   Mark  

2 ( a)   Each answer will need to be judged on its m erits, and the skill 

and effect iveness with which the candidate answers the 

quest ion. Exam iners m ust  be alert  to unusual, perhaps or iginal 

approaches ( for instance in style, content ,  st ructure, ideas and 

so on)  which address the quest ion in an engaging, yet  

relevant , way, and reward these posit ively.  

   
• No specific audience or context  is given, so the exam iner 

m ay be seen as the audience and the candidates’ 

interpretat ions of what  is appropriate m ay vary.  

• The st ructure and expression of the argum ent  should be 

clearly set  out .  

• Sentences are likely to be varied with com plex 

sentences, verbal linking and a sequenced paragraph 

st ructure.  

• Candidates should use exam ples and evidence to support  

their  ideas.  

  

  
W eak er  an sw er s are likely to be br ief and undeveloped and 

show lit t le awareness of what  is expected for an effect ive 

argum ent .  

   
Mor e su ccessf u l  an sw er s are likely to be st rong in term s of 

register, content  and style.  

1 5   

  
  

Please r ef er  t o  t h e assessm en t  g r id  on  p ag es 1 1  an d  1 2 .   



    

  
  

Quest ion 

num ber  

I ndicat ive content   Mark  

2 ( b )   Each answer will need to be judged on its m erits, and the skill 

and effect iveness with which the candidate answers the 

quest ion. Exam iners m ust  be alert  to unusual, perhaps or iginal 

approaches ( for instance in style, content ,  st ructure, ideas and 

so on)  which address the quest ion in an engaging, yet  

relevant , way, and reward these posit ively.  

  

  
• The chosen style or register should reflect  the specified 

context  of a let ter, though the candidates’ 

interpretat ions of what  is appropriate m ay vary.  

• The st ructure and expression of the let ter should show 

an awareness of the audience. A let ter which reads 

sim ply like an essay would be less effect ive.  

• Sentences are likely to be varied with com plex 

sentences, verbal linking and a sequenced paragraph 

st ructure.  

• Candidates should use exam ples and evidence to 

support  their  ideas.  

  

  
W eak er  an sw er s are likely to be br ief and undeveloped and 

show lit t le awareness of the context  of a let ter.  

  

  
Mor e su ccessf u l  an sw er s are likely to be st rong in term s of 

register, content  and style.  

1 5   

  
  
Please r ef er  t o  t h e assessm en t  g r id  on  p ag es 1 1  an d  1 2 .   



    

  
  

Quest ion 

num ber  

I ndicat ive content   Mark  

2 ( c)   Each answer will need to be judged on its m erits, and the skill 

and effect iveness with which the candidate answers the 

quest ion. Exam iners m ust  be alert  to unusual, perhaps or iginal 

approaches ( for instance in style, content ,  st ructure, ideas and 

so on)  which address the quest ion in an engaging, yet  

relevant , way, and reward these posit ively.  

  

  
• The chosen style or register should reflect  the specified 

context  of a story, though the candidates’ 

interpretat ions of what  is appropriate m ay vary.  

• The st ructure and expression of the story should show 

an awareness of the audience.  

• Sentences are likely to be varied with com plex 

sentences, verbal linking and a sequenced paragraph 

st ructure.  

  

  
W eak er  an sw er s are likely to be br ief and undeveloped and 

show lit t le awareness of the context  of a story.  

  

  
Mor e su ccessf u l  an sw er s are likely to be st rong in term s of 

register, content  and style.  

  

  
1 5   

  
  
  



    

Please r ef er  t o  t h e assessm en t  g r id  on  p ag es 1 1  an d  1 2 .   

 

QUESTI ON 2    
Lev el   Mar k   AO3  ( i ) / ( i i ) / ( i i i )   

  0  No rewardable m ater ial.  

Lev el  1   1 -  3  • Com m unicat ion is at  a basic level, and lim ited in clar ity. 

• Lit t le awareness is shown of the purpose of the writ ing 
and the intended reader.  

• Organisat ion is sim ple with lim ited success in opening 
and developm ent .  

• Sentences show basic at tem pt  to st ructure and cont rol 
expression and m eaning. A lim ited range of sentence 
st ructures is used.  

• Basic cont rol of a range of punctuat ion devices, with lit t le 

success in conveying intended em phasis and effects.  

• Spelling is basic in accuracy, with m any slips which will 

hinder m eaning.  

Lev el  2   4 -  6  • Com m unicates in a broadly appropriate way  

• Shows som e grasp of the purpose and of the 

expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader.  

• Som e grasp of text  st ructure, with opening and 

developm ent  and som e appropriate use of paragraphing 

and/ or other sequencing devices.  

• Sentences show som e at tem pt  to st ructure and cont rol 
expression and m eaning. Variety of sentence st ructures 
used.  

• Som e cont rol of a range of punctuat ion devices, 
enabling intended em phasis and effects to be conveyed 
for som e of the response.  

• Spelling is som et im es accurate, with som e slips which 

m ay hinder m eaning.  

Lev el  3   7 -  9  • Com m unicates clearly.  

• Generally clear sense of purpose and understanding the 
expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader is 
shown.  

• Organisat ion is sound with clear text  st ructure;  

cont rolled paragraphing to reflect  opening, developm ent  

and closure together with som e successful use of 

cohesive devices.  

• Sentences are generally clearly st ructured, with 
generally sound cont rol of expression and m eaning. A 
reasonable select ion of sentence st ructures is used.  

• Generally sound cont rol of a range of punctuat ion 
devices, enabling intended em phasis and effects to be 
conveyed for m ost  of the response.  

• Spelling is m ost ly accurate, with som e slips which do 

not  hinder m eaning.  

  



    

Lev el  4   10 -12  •  Com m unicates effect ively.  

  •  A sound realisat ion of the writ ing task according to the 

writer 's purpose and the expectat ions/ requirem ents of 

the intended reader is shown.  

  •  Organisat ion is secure, text  st ructure is well- judged;  

effect ive paragraphing as appropriate and/ or a range of 

cohesive devices between and within paragraphs.  

  •  Sentences are purposefully st ructured, with sustained 

cont rol of expression and m eaning. A wide and varied 

select ion of sentence st ructures is used.  

  •  Thorough cont rol of the full range of punctuat ion, 

enabling intended em phasis and effects to be conveyed. 

  •  Spelling is alm ost  always accurate, with occasional 

slips.  

Lev el  5   13 -  15  •  Com m unicat ion is percept ive and subt le with 

discr im inat ing use of a full vocabulary.  

  •  Task is sharply focused on purpose and the 

expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader.  

  •  Sophist icated cont rol of text  st ructure, skilfully 

sustained paragraphing as appropriate and/ or assured 

applicat ion of a range of cohesive devices.  

  •  Sentences are convincingly st ructured, with 

sophist icated cont rol of expression and m eaning. A 

convincing select ion of sentence st ructures is used.  

  •  Cont rol of the full range of punctuat ion is precise, 

enabling intended em phasis and effects to be conveyed. 

  •  Spelling is consistent ly accurate.  
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